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One of the key challenges was to create a uni-
form lighting solution suitable for use on dif-
ferent continents, in countries with vary-
ing mains voltages and substantially differing 
standards. At the same time, the system had 
to be space-saving for transport and as sim-
ple and quick to install as possible. The custo-
mized versions of Parscan XL spotlights deve-
loped with the “ERCO individual” team adapt 
to various mounting solutions and technical 
conditions across three continents. They can 
also be safely transported from one event to 
the next around the world in specially develo-
ped flight cases.

Art Basel was first held in Basel in 1970; over 
time, additional locations in Miami Beach, 
Hong Kong and Paris were established. 

In February 2026, Art Basel Qatar in Doha 
marked the first expansion into the Midd-
le East. Organized by MCH Group AG, the fair 
brings together galleries, collectors, curators 
and art enthusiasts from around the globe.

High-quality lighting plays a decisive role in 
its success: “Lighting is a fundamental part 
of how artworks are presented and therefore 
perceived by the public”, says Jessica Gauvin, 
Managing Director of Expomobilia. “At an art 
fair like Art Basel, thousands of works are pre-
sented in a very compact space, so the ligh-
ting must be consistent, neutral, and suppor-
tive of the galleries’ presentations. The goal is 
to create the best possible conditions for vie-
wing the art.”
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Tailor-made lighting solution for a world-
leading art event:
ERCO as partner of Art Basel

Starting in 2026, ERCO will become the official lighting partner of Art Basel, the 

world’s leading art fair for modern and contemporary art of the 20th and 21st 

centuries. In close collaboration with Expomobilia GmbH, which is responsible for 

the planning, delivery and construction of the exhibition infrastructure across the 

five locations Basel, Paris, Miami Beach, Hong Kong and Qatar, a customized and 

sustainable lighting solution was developed to perfectly stage a wide variety of 

artworks at all exhibition venues.

http://www.erco.com/press/6770/en_us
https://www.erco.com/press/6770/en_us
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Light is more than just a technical necessi-
ty — it is a curatorial tool that makes artists’ 
visions visible, adds emotional depth to works 
and intensifies their impact. In this way, ligh-
ting actively contributes to making art tangib-
le, evoking emotion and ultimately supporting 
sales. ERCO Parscan XL spotlights for track 
enable both uniform illumination of the mobi-
le exhibition walls with high uniformity and 
excellent visual comfort, as well as flexible 
accent lighting for selected exhibits, allowing 
them to be highlighted in a focused and sales-
enhancing manner thanks to interchangeable 
optics without tools.

Maximum lighting flexibility with a single 
spotlight model
“Expomobilia required uniform ambient ligh-
ting that is significantly brighter than befo-
re, with a consistent 500 lux in neutral white 
4000K and a high color rendering index of 92 
to ensure artworks appear true to life”, exp-
lains Tobias Spohr, Head of Lighting Design at 
ERCO Switzerland/Germany/Netherlands. “Not 
only the light distribution, but also the lumi-
naires themselves were to appear as homoge-
neous as possible, which is why only a single 
spotlight model was used.” The latest genera-
tion of Parscan spotlights from ERCO stands 
out with significantly improved wall-washing 
optics that allow more flexible positioning and 
easier adaptation to booth layouts. In additi-
on, the spotlight can be converted for accent 
lighting using interchangeable optics, such as 
wide flood, oval flood or spot distributions.

“Another major advantage is that the new 
lighting is camera-ready and produces no 
flicker effect during filming at the fairs.” 
Tobias Spohr, Head of Lighting Design at ERCO 
Switzerland/Germany/Netherlands.

The luminaires were modified with sophistica-
ted adjustments to meet the requirements of 
use across different continents, in countries 
with varying voltages, and differing standards 
and safety regulations. In total, around 10,000 
Parscan XL spotlights were custom manufac-
tured for Art Basel on a dedicated assembly 
line at ERCO in Lüdenscheid.

Customized spotlights based on stringent 
US requirements
“US standards currently impose higher mecha-
nical and electrical requirements than, for 
example, EU standards”, explains Tobias Spohr. 
“That is why the customized solution we deve-
loped — used from one Art Basel edition to 
the next — is based on the demanding US ver-
sion.” The Parscan XL spotlights are equipped 
with special control gear certified for multi-
ple technical environments and voltages ran-
ging from 120 V / 60 Hz (US) to 230 V / 50 Hz 
(EU). All luminaires are also fitted with a US 
adapter, making them compatible with ERCO 
US track systems. As a new feature, all lumi-
naires are equipped with a potentiometer — 
a manually operated rotary dimmer. Unlike 
flush-mounted designs, this control protru-
des clearly from the luminaire body, allowing 
brightness to be adjusted quickly and easi-
ly on site.

“The installation window is very limited and 
varies depending on the construction phase of 
each fair”, explains Jessica Gauvin. “The sys-
tem must be designed so that technicians can 
install and adjust it intuitively and quickly — 
while still giving galleries the flexibility to sta-
ge their artworks.” Printed symbols on the lens 
rings further support quick installation and 
aiming on site by clearly indicating the light 
distribution of each lens.

Modularity, energy efficiency and durabili-
ty: a consistently sustainable solution
For transporting the luminaires between exhi-
bition locations, ERCO worked with Expomo-
bilia to develop a dedicated logistics solution: 
the spotlights travel safely and compactly in 
custom-made flight cases. They are pre-sor-
ted to allow rapid unpacking and installation 
upon arrival.

The system is compatible with a wide range of 
installation conditions at different venues: In 
Basel, suspended rods hang from the hall cei-
ling, into which ERCO tracks or point outlets 
can be clicked. In Miami Beach, a truss sys-
tem with ERCO US tracks is used. In Hong 
Kong and Paris, cantilever arms with inte-
grated ERCO track sections are installed in 
front of the presentation walls. The Parscan 
spotlights can be mounted without tools and 
operated reliably within all these varying 
infrastructures.

“The new lighting system is designed for re-
use across all Art Basel editions, significant-
ly extending its lifecycle and contributing to 
sustainability”, says Jessica Gauvin. “Combined 
with energy-efficient LED technology, this 
helps reduce both operational energy con-
sumption and material use over time. Since 
the system moves between fair locations and 
is installed several times a year, durability and 
robustness are essential. The equipment must 
also be resistant to transport damage and 
easy to maintain.”

ERCO: an experienced and reliable partner 
for a project of global relevance
For a project of this scope, Art Basel and 
Expomobilia sought a partner with pro-
ven expertise in museum- and gallery-gra-
de lighting as well as experience in exhibiti-
on environments. “ERCO’s technical approach 
— particularly in precision optics and ener-
gy efficiency — perfectly met the require-
ments of the fairs. Equally important was the 
company’s willingness to work closely with us 
and adapt its solutions to the operational rea-
lities of a globally touring event”, explains Jes-
sica Gauvin.

“The new lighting system allows adjustments 
to different artworks, booth layouts and cura-
torial concepts while maintaining a consistent 
visual identity across all locations. This project 
is an impressive example of the collaboration 
between Art Basel, Expomobilia and ERCO — 
an alliance that combines gallery needs, ope-
rational experience and lighting expertise to 
optimally support the fairs worldwide.”

http://www.erco.com/press/6770/en_us
http://www.erco.com/press/6770/en_us
http://erco.com/press/104/en_us
http://www.erco.com/press/6770/en_us
http://www.erco.com/press/6770/en_us
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Copies and links requested. 

For further information or image material 
please contact:

ERCO Lighting Inc.
Amy Gilleece
Field Marketing
160 Raritan Center Pkwy, #10
Edison, New Jersey 08837
United States
Cell: +1 848.334.7939
a.gilleece@erco.com
www.erco.com

mai public relations GmbH
Arno Heitland
Senior PR Consultant
Leuschnerdamm 13
10999 Berlin
Germany
Tel:	 +49 30 66 40 40 553                          
erco@maipr.com
www.maipr.com

ERCO is an international specialist for high-
quality and digital architectural lighting. 
The family-owned company, founded in 
1934, operates globally in 55 countries with 
independent sales organisations and partners. 

ERCO understands light as the fourth 
dimension of architecture – and thus as an 
integral part of sustainable building. Light is the 
contribution to making society and architecture 
better and, at the same time, preserving 
our environment. ERCO Greenology® – the 
corporate strategy for sustainable lighting 
– combines ecological responsibility with 
technological expertise.

At the light factory in Lüdenscheid, Germany, 
ERCO develops, designs and manufactures 
luminaires with a focus on photometric 

optics, electronics and sustainable design. 
The lighting tools are developed in close 
collaboration with architects, lighting designers 
and electrical designers. They are used 
primarily in the following applications: Work 
and Culture, Community and Public/Outdoor, 
Contemplation, Living, Shop and Hospitality. 
ERCO lighting experts support designers 
worldwide in transforming their projects 
into reality with highly precise, efficient and 
sustainable lighting solutions.

If you require any further information on ERCO 
or image material, please visit us at www.
erco.com/press. We can also provide you with 
material on projects worldwide for your media 
coverage.

About ERCO

Luminaires used in the project

Parscan XL

https://www.erco.com/press/7334/it
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